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Strange, but true, we fell in love with Kyo- 


to station.. fF ao. a 
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It is a great architectural statement and It : You ster 

is Japan's second-largest station building semnmeeen 


and is one of the country's largest build- 
ings, incorporating a shopping mall, hotel, 
movie theatre, Isetan department store, 
and several local government facilities un- 
der one 15-story roof. The Kyoto Station 
building was constructed on the 1200th The building's futuristic design and atmosphere was con- 
anniversary of the capitals foundation in 
Kyoto. It was opened to the public in 1997 
and stands in perfect contrast to many 
foreign tourists' image of Kyoto as the 
capital of traditional Japan beamed roof, called the Matrix, is meant to reflect both the 


ceived by the Japanese architect Hara Hiroshi. Hara's design 
attempts to convey historical Kyoto through a modern aes- 
thetic. The station's large main hall with its exposed steel 


structure of the station and the grid like layout of Kyoto's 


street network 


Looking down into the main station WSs 
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Banks of escalators cilimb the 15 stories 


At the top of the station-near the rooftop walkway 
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The Happy Terrace Garden at the 
— top. Not many tourists know about 
these hidden delights above the 
7] busy station 
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Happy Terrace 
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Teramachi/Sanjo 


—The History and Origin of Teramachi Street — 
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thing that one could need of Kyoto began in 1590 guided by Toyotomi Hideyoshi (military and political 


leader), through which the roads were repaired and renewed. Numerous temples, 
most of which were dispersed in the city of Kyoto, were mandatorily moved 
onto the east side of the street, whereupon it was named Teramachi which 
literally means “temple street.” “ts west side has come to be filled with a 
long row of shops, making and/or selling a variety of things such as Buddhist 
| rosaries, Buddhist memorial tablets, tombstones, sculptures of Buddhist 
images, books, writing brushes, musical instruments, 


= dolls, 

SEaRES| painiting/callisraphy mountings, folding fans, face powder, etc. These shops 

eA RE S| specializing in religious, stationery and accessory goods have attracted many 
tty sees 1 people. 


The Kamo River is located in Kyoto Prefecture, Japan. The riverbanks are popular walking spots 
for residents and tourists. In summer, restaurants open balconies looking out to the river 


We chanced upon this interesting looking restaurant where the chef was grilling food in the window. 
Maybe we should have checked more closely to see what he was grilling. The menu arrived..... 
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Kimosui__350yen 


Eel liver soup. 
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Bo-sushi 1,050yen 


The kind of Japanese sushi( Eel on rice) 


running water should have given us a clue a” 
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This takes a long time about 15 minutes. 


Kimoyaki__900yen Uzaku_ _900yen 
Baked Eel’s liver. 


Eel, Cucumber, Vinegar. 


Maybe we are slow..but it suddenly dawned on us that every dish had EEL in some form in its composi- 


tion. We had stumbled into Kyoto’s only EEL restaurant. Lynn luckily found the only one ‘non-eel’ dish 


Unagi-don 
Ora: 2,300yen 


Medium: 2,800yen 
Bare: 3,600yen 


%* The price is changing with the size of eel 


Chawanmushi _ 600 
Steamed egg(Eel, Chicken, Mushroom, 
Yurine [nuts], Kamaboko [boiled fish paste]). 


Umaki | 


This Wrapped a Eel by egg. 


900yen 
..aS you can see she did enjoy her 
food and as | love eel (luckily) | re- 


| | : ally enjoyed mine too 
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We saw this small poster in a local railway station and 
decided it looked just the sort of place we wanted to 
see. Tranquil, no visible hordes of tourists etc 


...then came the problem...how to find it without speak- 
ing Japanese. | photographed the poster and armed with 
a map and with a bit of pointing etc we found out where 
it was . The town was called Maibara 
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Then came the fun part...how to 
get there. We got a Shinkansen 
bullet train to Nagoya which is a 
massive station and then got a 
train for 15 stops on the Tokaido 
local line 
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However when we arrived at this sleepy small town we saw no lake etc. So, armed with our photo, we 
went into a small hotel and the delightful staff explained with gestures and more maps that we needed to 
take another local train for a few more stops. When we arrived we found a sleepy cab driver outside the 
tiny station and dutifully showed him the lake photo. His eyes lit up as he recognised it (thank goodness) 
and he held up a 1000 yen note indicating the fare (about £7.00). We agreed and finally arrived at proba- 
bly the nicest lake setting we could have hoped for. Tranquil.....devoid of people and totally inspiring. 
Luckily we had carefully noted the route as we had to walk back to the station as obviously no cabs were 


available for our return journey from the lake 
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Sounds weird but it worked..’wasabi sorbet’..delicious 
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Looking for parks outside Kyoto we took a train to Mishima to see 
Rakujyuen Park but were disappointed. There were supposed to be 


ponds here, though the largest has dried up owing to the groundwater 
being diverted for local industry; the result is a kind of moonscape, with 
large volcanic rocks scattered here and there on the ground. Due to 
space scarcity Japanese parks do not compare favourably with Europe 
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Going off the busy Karasuma Street we went through the market street called Shinkyogoku took the sec- 
ond little alley on the right and passing many small shops and little restaurants we found the Ninja Kyoto 
theatre dining club hidden away. We were shown to seats right by the stage (not even paying anything at 
this point) and ordered a couple of drinks. The show started around 8.30pm and from the start was fan- 
tastic. Japanese drummers followed by great traditional musicians and a real class act of a fascinating hu- 
morous singer with a haunting voice. It was all held together by a charming hostess who also played key- 
board. We were expecting a cringe-worthy amateur show but this was quite the opposite and | videoed 
virtually the whole show to enjoy at home. We had a fun photo taken on stage with the whole crew and 
the owner told us he had been going only 3 months and we enthused about the whole professionalism of 
the show and promised a good Trip Advisor review. The show with the drinks cost under £50.00 and we 


walked back in the warm evening to our hotel both on a real high after such a great evening 
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A really god evening with 
a very talented group 
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We took a local JR train from Kyoto main station to Saga-Arashiyama 
station (about 15 minutes) We then walked to the Saga Torokko sta- 
tion to get the Sagano Scenic Railway. This was an old train which was 
open sided with an open grid floor. The train went alongside the Hozu 
river and the trip lasted around 25 minutes and the views of river, 
steeply wooded gorges and valleys were spectacular. 
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A bus then took us the River Hozo for our return river trip which lasted about 2 hours. The open, shallow- 
draft boats had a crew of three, one at the rear, one on the right rowing with a large oar in a rope row- 
lock and one in the front with a sort of punt which he ran with from the bows backwards and forwards 
along the side of the boat. Yes, it looked exhausting as the boats held around 25 people. —_— they 
changed places but it was hard labour. 


They gave a commentary 
but alas it was all in Japa- 
nese. At many points the 
river turned bends and 
went through rapids 
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Just prior to docking we 
were delighted to see this 


small boat pull alongside 


.. yes, it was the river snack waggon with fresh- 
ly fried delicious food...Perfect timing!! 
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The boat docked at Arishiyama which is a 
very commercialised unattractive town but 
the Arashiyama Bamboo Grove is one of Kyo- 
to’s top sights . It also was very crowded and 
we had seen native bamboo forests in other 
areas of Japan without the crowds 
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Sagano(San-in) Line for Nijo, Kyoto 2 


So we went backwards which was none too easy 
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to Nakatsugawa and then Magome 
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Magome high in the clouds 


We took the subway from Shizo to Kyoto where we boarded the Hikari 464 Shinkansen to Nagoya — approx. 35 
minutes and then boarded the next train to Nakatasugawa which was a slower Wide View Shinano limited ex- 
press. We then got the small local bus high into the hills (Japanese Alps) which were steeped in low cloud arriving 
in Magano which was on the Kiso trail ..an old Samuri trail where we wanted to hike (The train journey was ap- 
prox. 3 hours in all) / = 


Magomechaya 

Minshuku Guest- 
house is an_all- 
traditional family- 
owned = Japanese 
inn that started 
about 70 years 
ago. A "minshuku” 


Pe! ey 2 * | ae is generally a small 


Japanese style 
building that 
serves as an inex- 
pensive place to 
stay in. 
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Yukata are cotton kimo- 
no traditionally worn in 
the summer and de- 
signed to be worn as 
dressing gowns and are 
ideal for relaxing . Every- 
one wears them around 
and outside the hotels 
and ryokans 
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The minshuku had 
traditional rooms, 
bedding and hot com- 


/ munal baths and Jeng 


: made and served the 


most wonderful food 


ing and serving and she was delighted when we all 
“enjoyed it. The small pot, that Lynn is carefully lifting 
the lid off, contained small items that were freshly 
7 | cooked over a small candle light which boiled happily 
| away and when it went out the food was cooked. 


Breakfasts and dinners were both an exciting occa- 
sion and were served communally in the house on 
the opposite side of the cobbled trail . All the guests 
S| (most of whom were walking the trail) were very 
friendly and the atmosphere was wonderful 
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http://www. magomechaya. com 
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to Tsugamo. We just had our backpacks because we 
) A small local watermill in the woods 


had couriered our cases direct from Kyoto to Tokyo 


After breakfast we started on 
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An unexpected bear warning sign together with frequent bells 
to use to scare them away were not very encouraging signs 
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Lynn was just suffering with 
coffee deprivation when, 
like a mirage, this café ap- 
peared and the lovely own- 
ers made us very welcome 
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On the trail we came across this tea house which 
was manned by locals who offered green tea and 
information about the area for a small donation 


The very smokey interior 
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It had ben raining heavily and we were 


glad to remove our waterproofs once it 
finished. Many hikers had umbrellas 
which was not a usual hiking accessory 


The trail from Magome took in 
lots of varied scenery, from pad- 
dy fields, bamboo and traditional 
forests and we passed through 
Nakassendo where streams and 
trout ponds were everywhere 
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Magomejuku Nakasendo ® 
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Many of the traditional old 
houses that we passed had 


these delightful air plants drip- 


ping with raindrops and hang- 
ing from trees and rocks 
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After a slow 9 kms we arrived at Tsumago which could be approached by 
road and was full of Japanese parties following leaders with raised flags 


We managed to find the bus back which 
made the long snaking journey through 
hairpin bends back to Magome by which 
time it was dark and we were pretty glad 
we didn't have to hike back 
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Jeng’s evening massive dinner was 
wolfed down by all of us that had 
completed the hike 
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We met a young French couple (fellow guests) on 


the trail and as we were getting the bus back we 
saw them again . It transpired that she had got 
the last bus back alone and he ran alone the en- 
tire trail back. Lynn and | felt duly humbled... 
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We were very sad to leave Magome and here Lynn is 
chatting ,while waiting for our bus, to two Danish girls we met 
The bus took us back to Nakatsuga- at our Minjuka They were intent on climbing Mount Fuji. 

wa where we got the Shinano 6 
Shinkanse (bullet train) to Nagoya 
and then on to Shinagawa on the 
Hikari 518 which took us into Mejji- 
ro in Tokyo . We then got a taxi for 
the short journey to our hotel 


Yes....after many aborted attempts 
we even managed to see Mount 
Fuji from the speeding train 
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The Chizanso Hotel was beautifully situated in won- 


derful lush gardens (which in itself is quite unique in Tokyo). 
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The hotel was wonderful but 
situated in a residential area 
where it was quiet. We took 
the subway the couple of 
stops into the centre but it 


was a great ending to a really 


different and totally enjoyable 


vacation 


| was waiting in the hotel lobby for Lynn to come down from our room when this beautiful young lady gracefully 
walked past. She was taller than the average Japanese girl and had great poise. She was then followed by another 
even more beautiful girl and yet another one. They were so stunning that | beckoned over the floor manager to 
thank him for providing this wonderful floor show. He laughingly explained that these girls were the Miss Japan 
finalists and were all staying in the hotel. 


Suddenly Lynn appeared looking crestfallen. Apparently she had been in the lift with yet another six of these girls 
and felt very small and insignificant. 


We had a good laugh about this and! assured Lynn they wouldn’t look half as good as her when they were in their 


seventies.. 
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We made full use of our Japan Rail passes, using them almost every day and 
found the fun we had in advance planning our vacation really paid off. We saw 
such a variety of locations from the ultra-modern to rural Japan meeting some 
wonderful people en route. 


| know these two books of photos in conjunction with the two books of the daily 


blog will give us a great reminder of a wonderful vacation in a really special 
country... 
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